
Full Term1 Elections for Judicial Offices &  
the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

 
Number of  
Candidates 

SPI; Supreme Court; 
Court of Appeals 
RCW 29A.36.171 
RCW 29A.52.231 

Superior Court 
Article IV, Section 29 
RCW 29A.36.171 
RCW 29A.52.231 

District Court 
RCW 29A.36.171 
RCW 29A.52.220 
RCW 29A.52.231 

Municipal Court 
(City Ordinance) 
RCW 29A.36.171 
RCW 29A.52.210 
RCW 29A.52.220 

 Primary General Primary General Primary General Primary General 
 

1 
YES YES County 

population over 
100,000:  NO. 
Certificate of 
election issued 
immediately 
 
County 
population under 
100,000:  YES 

County 
population over 
100,000:  NO.  
Certificate 
already issued 
 
 
County 
population under 
100,000:  YES 

NO YES NO YES 

 
2 

YES YES: If there is 
a majority, 
only the top 
vote getter 
advances;  If 
no majority, 
both advance 

YES NO (unless there 
is no majority or 
a petition is filed 
within ten days 
after the primary 
indicating a 
write-in for the 
General) 

NO YES NO YES 

 
3 

or more 

YES YES: If there is 
a majority, 
only the top 
vote getter 
advances; If 
no majority, 
the top two 
advance 

YES NO (unless there 
is no majority or 
a petition is filed 
within ten days 
after the primary 
indicating a 
write-in for the 
General) 

YES YES: If there is 
a majority, 
only the top 
vote getter 
advances; If 
no majority, 
the top two 
advance 

YES YES: The 
top two 
vote getters 
advance; 
top vote 
getter 
appears first 

 
 

 
 

                                                           
1 Unexpired Term provisions on other page. 



Unexpired Term2 Elections for Judicial Offices & 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction 

in an Odd-Numbered Year 
 

Number of  
Candidates 
 

SPI; Supreme Court; 
Court of Appeals;  
RCW 29A.52.011 
RCW 29A.36.171 
 

Superior Court 
Article IV, Section 29 
RCW 29A.52.011 

 Primary General Primary General 
 

1 
NO YES NO County 

population 
over 
100,000: 
NO 
 
County 
population 
under 
100,000:  
YES 

2 
 

NO YES NO YES 

 
3 

or more 

YES YES: If there 
is a majority, 
only the top 
vote getter 
advances; If 
no majority, 
the top two 
advance 
 

YES YES: If there 
is a majority, 
only the top 
vote getter 
advances; If 
no majority, 
the top two 
advance 

 

                                                           
*Unexpired term elections for district court judges only occur in the even year.      Revised 12/08 
2 Full Term provisions on other page. 


